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K-8 LEARNING CENTER 

MANDATORY SUMMER READING LIST 

 

In an effort to better prepare the students of Miami-Dade County Public Schools for the following year, the 

district has mandated that all schools send home a Summer Reading List.  To maintain uniformity within the 

school, and meet all district requirements, each grade level group of teachers has prepared a Summer Reading List 

for the incoming students to that grade level.  The assigned reading is required to be completed by your child this 

summer.   

Entering Second Grade (you may pick two stories) 

1. Alexander and the Horrible, No Good Very Bad Day 

2. The Boy Who Loved Math 

3. The Eye of the Whale: A rescue story 

4. I, Too, Am America 

5. Rutherford B., Who was He? Poems about our Presidents 

6. Where the Wild Things Are 
 

 

Activity List  (pick two activities) 

• Draw a map of the book’s setting. Explain the setting in two or three sentences below the picture. 

• Make a picture timeline of all the events in the book, labeling each of the events. 

• Make a poster about the book using one or two of the following media: fingerpaint, water colors, crayons, 

chalk, real materials. Write an explanation of your poster. 

• Rewrite the story in picture book form. 

• Create a puppet or finger puppet about your favorite character. Write a sentence or two that your puppet 

would say. 

• Using a shoe box, create a diorama (three-dimensional scene which includes models of people, building, 

plants, and animals) of an important scene in the book. Write an explanation of your diorama. 

• Make up another beginning and ending for the story. Include pictures/drawings. 

• Cut out magazine pictures to make a collage or poster illustrating the idea of the book. Add descriptive 

words to convey the main ideas of the book. 

• Make a mobile showing words, pictures or symbols of happenings in the book. 

• Draw a picture postcard to a friend explaining the setting and plot of the book. 

• Draw a portrait of the main character and write a one-sentence summary to accompany your sketch. 

• Draw and a comic strip, including written captions, of your favorite scene. 

• Use an index card to summarize a book you have read, and on the other side write to explain why you would 

recommend this book to a friend. 

• After reading a book select the 5 most important words in the story, and explain why these words are im-

portant to the story line. 
 

 


